i GREENSBORD
Center for Housing

& Community Studies

Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) Profile
North Carolina State

The findings in this state-level profile were compiled from the Administrative Office of the
Courts (AOC) dataset focused only on civil legal cases from the five-year period between 2015
and 2019. The data was composed of five primary court types (e.g., Magistrate, District, Estate,
Special Proceedings, and Superior cases) and twenty-six case issue types such as Summary
Ejectment, Collection on Account, Custody, Divorce, Foreclosure, Guardianship, and Domestic
Violence. This state-level summary intends to provide an overview of case volume as well as the
case rate by population in each county. In this way we can see the overall volume of civil cases
by location as well as the case load adjusted by local population density.

Overview

There were 1,703,807 total civil legal cases for these twenty-six civil issue types during the five-
year period. North Carolina disposed of 1,620,973 civil cases across all case types. Case
dispositions were in part dictated by which court handled the case. Case issue types, court
types, and dispositions have been tabulated and mapped for each county across the state as
annualized rates per 10,000 population.

There were 169.2 Summary Ejectment cases per 10,000 population per year statewide, with
significant variation by county. The incidence of other issues like Foreclosure, Divorce,
Collections, and Domestic Violence, was far lower (respectively 37.5, 36.9, 36.7, 36.4 per 10,000
persons per year). The incidence of Custody issues was 18.4 cases per 10,000 annually
statewide. The issue with lowest incidence overall was Unlawful Discriminatory Housing
Practice, with only one case statewide annually.

Case issue types, court types, and dispositions have been tabulated and mapped for each
county across the state as annual rates per 10,000 population below. A corresponding grayscale
map on the bottom left of each page shows the total annualized data by county without
consideration of the county’s population.

The highest raw volume of civil court cases (represented in dark gray) are most frequently
centered around the larger metropolitan areas of the state located in Wake, Mecklenburg,
Guilford, Forsyth, and Durham, and Cumberland Counties. The same areas are among the
highest volume for summary ejectment even when accounting for population density,
consistent with a greater ratio of rental properties. In contrast, foreclosure related cases were
less correlated with population density, being highest in some of the eastern and western
extremities of the state, as well as in Guilford, Forsyth, and Hoke, and Cumberland counties but
while remaining relatively low in the major metropolitans like Wake and Mecklenburg Counties.
Domestic Violence related cases were highly concentrated in the western half of the state’s
counties and lower in the north eastern counties even when account for low population
density. Additional figures for each county can be found in the maps and Appendix.
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Table 1 - Annualized Incidence by Issue Types

. . . Special . . Annualized Rate per
District Magistrate  Superior Estate Pro:eedings Registration 10,000 P
Summary Ejectment 2,871 167,175 - 169.2
Divorce 37,070 - - 36.9
Collection on Account 35,931 - 952 36.7
Domestic Violence 32,651 - - 32.5
Foreclosure - 23,778 - 23.7
Custody 18,521 - 2 18.4
Findings and Order of Foreclosure - 13,949 - 13.9
Permanent Civil No-Contact Order 9,329 - - 9.3
Incompetency - 4,922 - 4.9
Guardianship of the Person 3,478 - - 3.5
Name Change - 2,940 - 2.9
Temporary Restraining Order 2,282 65 441 8 2.8
Domestic Violence Temporary Custody 2,690 - - 2.7
Claim/Designate Exempt Property 2,158 367 167 2.7
Domestic Violence Temp Child Support 1,271 - - 1.3
Renew Permanent Restraining Order 794 - - 0.8
General Guardianship - Incompetent 774 - - 0.8
Estate Guardianship - Incompetent 687 - - 0.7
Limited Driving Privilege 488 - 5 0.5
Protective Services - Adult 137 - - 16 0.2
Power of Attorney 59 - 105 0.2
Permanent Restraining Order 93 - - 0.1
Renewal of Permanent Civil No-Contact 92 - - 0.1
General Guardianship - Minor 67 - - 0.1
Objection to Exemptions Claimed 13 7 - <0.1
Unlawful Discriminatory Housing Practice - - 1 <0.1
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Table 2 - Civil Case Disposition Distribution

e DISpo 0 D perio
Clerk of Superior Court 17.2% - 21.8% 99.4% 62.2% 2%
Dismissal on Order of the Court 8.9% 4.7% 1.5% - 2.5% -
Discontinuance 2.3% 2% 3.7% - 2% -
Clerk Judgment No Trial 18.3% 2% 16.1% - 4% 99.8%
Other 1.4% 1% 4.3% 1% 12.3% -
Post Disposition Activity - - - 3% - -
Trial by Jury 1% - 4% - - -
Trial by Judge 35.6% - 15.8% - - -
Trial by Magistrate - 68.0% - - - 5
Voluntary Dismissal 16.1% 26.8% 36.4% 1% 22.3% -
Total % = 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
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North Carolina

Rate of Civil Cases per 10,000 population per Year for Select Issue Types by County

Data Source: NC Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC), 2015-2019
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Figure 1 - Total interested civil legal issue types per year and its rate of per 10,000 population per year.
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North Carolina

Rate of Summary Ejectment Cases per 10,000 population per Year by County

Data Source: NC Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC), 2015-2019
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Figure 2 - Summary ejectment cases per 10,000 population per year.
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North Carolina

Rate of Collection on Account Cases per 10,000 population per Year by County

Data Source: NC Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC), 2015-2019
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Figure 3 - Collection on Account cases per 10,000 population per year.
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North Carolina

Rate of Custody Cases per 10,000 population per Year by County

Data Source: NC Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC), 2015-2019
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Figure 4 - Custody cases per 10,000 population per year.
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North Carolina

Rate of Divorce Cases per 10,000 population per Year by County

Data Source: NC Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC), 2015-2019
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Figure 5 - Divorce cases per 10,000 population per year.
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North Carolina

Rate of Domestic Violence Related Cases per 10,000 population per Year by County

Data Source: NC Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC), 2015-2019
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Figure 6 - Domestic Violence cases per 10,000 population per year.
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North Carolina

Rate of Foreclosure Related Cases per 10,000 population per Year by County

N
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Data Source: NC Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC), 2015-2019
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Figure 7 - Foreclosure cases per 10,000 population per year.
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North Carolina

Rate of Guardianship Related Cases per 10,000 population per Year by County

N
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Data Source: NC Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC), 2015-2019
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Figure 8 - Guardianship related cases per 10,000 population per year.
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Rate of Superior Cases per 10,000 population per Year for Select Issue Types by CountA

N
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Data Source: NC Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC), 2015-2019
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Figure 9 - Superior cases per 10,000 population per year.
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North Carolina A

Rate of District Cases per 10,000 population per Year for Select Issue Types by County
Data Source: NC Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC), 2015-2019
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Figure 10 - District cases per 10,000 population per year.
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Rate of Cases that are Disposed as "Trial by Judge" per 10,000 population per Year A
for Select Issue Types by County
Data Source: NC Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC), 2015-2019
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Figure 11 - Trial by Judge disposed cases per 10,000 population per year.
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North Carolina

Rate of Cases that are Dismissed per 10,000 population per Year for Select Issue

Types by County

Data Source: NC Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC), 2015-2019
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Figure 12 - Dismissed cases per 10,000 population per year.
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North Carolina

Rate of Cases that are Disposed as "Trial by Jury" per 10,000 population per Year

for Select Issue Types by County

Data Source: NC Administrative Office of the Courts (NCAOC), 2015-2019
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Figure 13 - Trial by Jury disposed cases per 10,000 population per year.
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Appendix
County 585 Cases Rg;esggf . SummaryRate fz-r Major Civil Lega;olr:ziis - . f&a-te for Cou rts I-?at.e for Ca:i;msposmon
e Ejectment ivorce  Custody o0l " Foreclosure ship District ~ Superior Dismissal by

Alamance 157,844 | 26,062 330.2 40.6 170.3 34.8 17.9 45.1 32.9 7.2 124.9 1.3 72.6 321 0.05
Alexander 37,159 3,585 193.0 35.3 46.3 25.2 12.9 311 31.2 7.4 113.2 0.1 379 18.7 0.27
Alleghany 10,935 1,500 274.3 32.7 35.8 42.8 234 415 33.7 8.8 157.1 0.9 34.6 85.8 -
Anson 25,531 2,760 216.2 27.3 94.2 255 10.7 28.7 29.8 35 95.5 0.5 49.0 24.8 0.31
Ashe 26,833 2,529 188.5 31.8 28.0 39.1 12.7 30.2 32.8 12.0 | 117.3 0.4 40.2 54.6 0.07
Avery 17,535 1,785 203.6 30.3 19.7 33.8 15.4 224 129.0 4.1 102.1 2.2 39.9 13.6 0.11
Beaufort 47,316 5,209 220.2 114 724 37.6 15.6 294 329 8.3 1111 1.0 48.8 42.6 0.21
Bertie 19,913 1,862 187.0 34.2 70.4 24.3 7.8 204 18.1 3.6 88.3 0.6 326 43.9 -
Bladen 34,130 4,132 242.1 46.4 76.5 31.2 13.3 295 26.0 7.4 133.9 11 322 63.9 =
Brunswick 122,586 | 13,963 227.8 38.0 52.7 25.0 19.4 53.8 54.3 2.8 1335 1.0 62.8 50.5 0.03
Buncombe 252,268 | 33,844 268.3 39.9 89.2 435 16.6 38.6 16.9 6.0 154.4 1.4 66.7 815 =
Burke 88,898 10,202 229.5 37.9 62.2 354 22.3 324 19.7 6.9 133.5 0.5 35.6 64.0 0.04
Cabarrus 196,716 | 32,982 335.3 44.2 158.7 30.2 19.8 33.7 38.9 4.8 140.5 1.0 96.0 57.0 0.09
Caldwell 81,805 10,645 260.3 45.2 86.3 33.0 17.6 36.7 38.4 5.6 139.6 1.2 64.1 36.8 0.12
Camden 10,336 868 168.0 39.9 35.2 25.2 20.1 10.1 47.0 3.7 94.0 0.8 33.7 42.0 -
Carteret 68,699 7,795 226.9 39.2 54.5 33.8 22.7 355 42.8 7.7 133.5 11 49.0 36.1 0.23
Caswell 22,833 2,153 188.6 451 36.5 19.1 11.4 21.8 40.6 9.0 104.8 1.9 38.2 42.3 0.09
Catawba 156,182 | 19,559 250.5 6.3 108.8 34.3 23.0 328 34.9 53 107.8 2.3 458 51.1 0.09
Chatham 68,364 5,017 146.8 24.7 36.5 23.0 12.8 19.2 22.8 4.0 85.7 0.8 32.5 26.1 =
Cherokee 27,463 3,900 284.0 440 47.2 422 20.5 64.0 40.7 7.4 197.4 0.9 78.9 57.3 0.07
Chowan 14,370 1,203 167.4 32.0 48.6 27.1 15.3 11.3 28.5 2.6 855 13 341 31.7 1.25
Clay 10,753 1,328 2470 36.3 50.0 36.8 24.7 39.8 48.0 7.4 149.9 1.7 42.0 443 0.19
Cleveland 97,038 16,473 339.5 32.8 149.7 36.2 18.6 52.0 35.6 6.9 155, 0.7 80.7 43.1 0.04
Columbus 56,589 6,687 236.3 47.0 63.3 32.8 19.1 349 33.6 3.5 142.6 1.9 61.2 41.0 0.28
Craven 103,374 | 12,934 250.2 40.1 110.7 34.2 17.5 7.8 43.6 5.9 101.2 0.9 49.7 45.1 0.04
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Rate for Major Civil Legal Issues

Rate for Courts

Rate for Case Disposition

Coes  Cmn S o o ST o SEIT o sy oo
Cumberland 332,766 84,386 507.2 34.3 275.1 58.4 25.7 65.2 61.2 55 184.3 1.0 119.1 72.6 0.08
Currituck 25,247 2,539 201.1 21.2 375 33.1 26.5 25.3 67.7 5.2 110.4 1.0 42.5 49.4 -
Dare 35,412 4,488 253.5 34.3 46.7 42.0 18.7 17.6 131.0 5.4 112.9 2.4 32.0 59.1 0.62
Davidson 164,118 24,910 303.6 45.8 112.7 34.8 20.8 52.3 37.0 7.0 153.4 0.8 61.7 44.8 0.09
Davie 41,766 3,806 182.3 41.0 42.2 29.6 18.8 20.1 32.7 4.0 109.1 14 35.7 26.1 0.67
Duplin 59,350 4,518 152.2 32.7 48.7 28.0 10.4 8.9 25.5 3.3 80.5 0.8 255 35.6 0.03
Durham 300,865 73,607 489.3 26.6 337.5 30.7 14.8 36.4 31.0 5.7 123.1 0.7 159.0 36.4 0.02
Edgecombe 54,032 19,469 720.6 40.1 567.5 26.5 11.7 28.6 42.2 3.3 120.0 0.6 161.1 48.3 0.04
Forsyth 368,362 83,651 454.2 48.2 281.3 32.7 16.4 34.4 44.5 5.8 133.0 14 125.3 30.6 0.03
Franklin 63,866 1,224 226.2 40.9 75.8 30.7 14.6 26.4 38.2 4.5 113.7 0.8 33.7 36.5 0.03
Gaston 214,049 45,973 429.6 50.7 221.0 38.1 20.3 495 40.6 5.8 170.7 15 128.4 26.4 0.04
Gates 11,601 1,039 179.1 40.2 29.0 27.1 17.1 27.2 50.9 2.9 113.3 0.7 42.9 10.9 -
Graham 8,607 1,038 241.2 29.5 26.7 44.4 23.7 73.7 21.1 1.7 181.9 0.5 71.8 57.6 0.70
Granville 58,503 7,958 272.1 37.9 106.0 27.9 12.4 46.7 34.9 7.6 128.7 0.8 73.4 41.9 0.07
Greene 21,059 1,631 154.9 26.9 47.2 311 8.2 135 30.8 4.2 78.8 1.1 194 40.5 0.09
Guilford 517,197 | 124,643 482.0 33.3 320.3 325 16.7 447 42.8 3.6 125.2 15 144.2 324 0.05
Halifax 52,300 7,882 301.4 47.8 119.3 31.8 17.1 35.9 33.6 6.1 148.3 1.0 67.0 38.0 0.19
Harnett 128,753 17,076 265.3 36.5 87.2 38.3 20.3 38.1 42.3 3.3 143.7 1.0 68.0 19.2 0.02
Haywood 59,854 7,532 251.7 41.8 75.6 43.2 20.4 25.1 32.6 6.3 142.3 1.2 21.7 93.1 0.03
Henderson 112,156 13,215 235.7 32.3 54.3 329 19.2 50.2 23.2 7.8 152.5 0.6 40.7 98.4 0.04
Hertford 24,262 2,482 204.6 34.4 79.3 25.9 9.2 25.4 314 35 96.0 0.6 335 45.8 0.33
Hoke 52,571 6,932 263.7 38.3 113.1 19.4 124 24.1 66.5 3.8 101.5 0.5 59.0 29.3 0.11
Hyde 5,507 304 110.4 23.6 15.6 13.1 4.7 18.2 26.1 5.1 66.5 1.1 34.9 16.0 -
Iredell 169,798 18,971 223.5 0.7 101.8 34.1 19.8 29.0 35.0 3.7 90.2 1.3 40.2 454 0.01
Jackson 41,725 6,230 298.6 34.0 53.1 25.1 15.1 45.0 160.9 3.8 139.0 7.2 79.0 33.3 0.81
Johnston 186,308 25,065 269.1 40.0 83.3 39.1 21.6 35.2 39.4 4.0 149.9 11 74.4 48.9 0.02
Jones 9,776 3,997 817.7 47.3 53.2 632.8 135 28.2 56.3 5.9 719.9 2.5 575 34.8 -
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Rate for Major Civil Legal Issues

Rate for Courts

Rate for Case Disposition

Coes  Cmn S o o ST o SEIT o sy oo
Lee 59,805 8,048 269.1 34.7 110.5 40.4 20.6 30.1 32.9 3.8 130.2 0.9 55.4 68.5 0.07
Lenoir 57,934 12,862 444.0 43.0 293.0 36.7 15.9 16.7 37.2 4.7 118.0 1.9 107.3 37.6 0.10
Lincoln 80,504 9,315 231.4 45.0 63.6 335 22.0 33.3 32.2 3.3 139.6 1.2 52.9 25.7 0.12
Macon 34,160 4,326 253.3 35.0 46.6 38.1 17.3 76.8 46.1 6.3 164.9 2.9 80.4 61.2 -
Madison 21,347 2,095 196.3 37.9 34.4 34.6 19.5 27.6 24.7 10.0 124.2 1.2 45.3 43.3 0.47
Martin 23,227 2,815 242.4 45.0 106.8 29.4 9.0 15.8 36.5 4.5 102.4 1.0 48.5 33.3 -
McDowell 45,069 6,172 273.9 35.1 57.8 41.1 22.2 67.3 19.0 6.7 183.6 0.5 68.7 19.7 0.04
Mecklenburg | 1,034,290 | 254,246 491.6 39.5 299.4 47.3 23.1 33.6 41.0 4.2 158.0 2.2 169.5 335 0.01
Mitchell 15,155 1,296 171.0 29.8 35.1 26.3 14.3 28.6 315 6.6 101.6 0.3 42.1 36.7 0.26
Montgomery 27,445 2,587 188.5 33.6 57.6 33.3 11.1 25.8 23.7 3.3 105.2 3.1 30.4 33.7 0.07
Moore 94,191 8,549 181.5 24.2 42.3 32.6 18.3 27.7 29.3 3.9 112.2 0.9 20.9 76.7 0.11
Nash 94,125 32,388 688.2 46.3 526.6 34.8 16.6 25.6 40.0 4.1 129.1 1.2 160.5 28.8 0.02
New Hanover 219,866 36,319 330.4 29.4 149.3 40.4 20.9 42.9 31.0 5.3 149.7 2.2 103.2 40.6 0.07
Northampton 20,426 1,755 171.8 33.0 58.4 14.2 9.7 20.7 185 6.0 81.2 0.6 33.0 30.9 -
Onslow 192,685 33,118 343.8 32.1 113.2 70.9 26.8 40.5 78.0 3.0 178.5 0.7 54.1 57.4 0.01
Orange 141,812 11,781 166.1 17.8 73.1 24.6 15.2 20.1 12.3 2.3 76.6 0.7 45.0 9.9 0.04
Pamlico 12,803 1,097 1714 32.3 255 41.1 145 11.6 38.7 9.5 99.5 0.3 23.4 6.6 0.16
Pasquotank 39,546 7,103 359.2 47.6 155.3 40.5 21.0 33.8 59.8 45 157.6 0.8 57.2 75.1 -
Pender 57,630 6,218 215.8 35.8 48.5 24.1 18.5 33.7 42.2 4.8 128.5 1.3 25.0 59.3 0.56
Perquimans 13,506 1,350 199.9 41.9 54.3 28.1 129 12.0 375 4.7 97.1 1.2 42.4 26.1 0.74
Person 39,240 5,289 269.6 36.5 82.4 29.8 16.9 47.3 40.7 8.9 144.3 0.7 42.7 54.5 0.10
Pitt 176,484 37,529 425.3 33.7 2919 324 12.3 20.4 33.3 4.8 103.2 1.2 123.3 22.9 0.05
Polk 20,434 1,604 157.0 29.2 254 254 12.3 24.9 24.0 12.0 94.3 0.8 225 48.6 0.29
Randolph 142,827 18,080 253.2 41.7 92.0 30.8 19.1 395 33.8 3.3 133.2 0.7 42.4 82.5 0.08
Richmond 45,447 6,639 292.2 335 122.6 35.6 13.1 42.4 30.9 5.9 138.1 0.9 83.3 30.2 0.18
Robeson 134,187 21,057 313.8 35.0 143.7 29.8 29.9 46.1 25.0 3.9 149.5 0.9 71.9 51.9 0.06
Rockingham 91,566 15,392 336.2 47.1 102.0 62.9 21.1 46.0 445 7.4 192.9 0.8 66.2 42.2 0.02
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Rowan 138,940 | 22,474 3235 43.9 136.7 31.2 19.9 445 41.7 3.7 153.1 0.7 79.6 36.3 0.03
Rutherford 66,523 8,862 266.4 34.7 76.8 38.3 18.0 495 57.5 5.9 145.2 0.8 33.7 83.4 0.06
Sampson 63,664 7,034 221.0 45.0 73.7 294 19.6 229 31.8 3.4 119.8 1.7 333 43.2 0.53
Scotland 35,445 5,004 282.4 36.5 126.4 24.8 12.4 40.6 32.9 4.8 127.1 0.5 67.9 32.0 =
Stanly 60,875 6,446 2118 36.8 61.5 32.8 211 25.7 29.2 35 124.1 0.7 26.5 75.8 0.13
Stokes 46,124 5,019 217.6 425 345 29.9 14.7 42.7 37.8 5.8 149.2 0.4 57.8 445 -
Surry 72,315 9,544 264.0 38.9 50.8 40.4 17.8 61.8 28.7 6.6 183.2 0.9 77.0 73.8 0.41
Swain 14,208 1,447 203.7 48.6 27.4 304 12.8 47.9 24.9 5.9 144.3 2.7 55.2 53.6 -
Transylvania 33,291 3,750 225.3 32.7 54.8 30.8 185 43.7 25.7 7.4 139.1 0.8 30.3 82.2 0.36
Tyrrell 4,090 345 168.7 30.8 421 28.4 19.1 16.1 18.6 6.8 106.1 1.5 35.2 36.7 =
Union 222,095 | 22,119 199.2 38.7 54.0 235 15.3 274 325 5.1 110.4 14 379 59.1 0.05
Vance 44,420 12,045 542.3 323 353.2 30.4 13.9 62.8 37.1 3.2 161.4 0.5 141.8 53.8 0.09
Wake 1,023,811 | 159,689 312.0 40.3 165.1 321 14.7 331 255 4.9 113.3 3.4 111.9 39.0 0.01
Warren 20,190 2,165 2145 334 83.3 225 7.8 28.3 349 4.4 97.1 1.5 38.2 41.6 -
Washington 12,331 1,426 231.3 34.1 110.1 26.9 12.0 185 30.7 3.9 92.8 1.0 21.7 451 -
Watauga 53,421 3,934 147.3 20.5 424 24.7 12.2 222 26.1 2.2 83.6 0.8 27.6 394 -
Wayne 124,496 | 19,650 315.7 354 162.4 38.3 16.4 204 33.9 5.8 120.3 0.9 68.8 39.2 0.02
Wilkes 68,525 8,279 241.6 36.8 5515 37.2 20.8 441 25.9 6.7 157.7 0.6 20.6 109.0 | 0.18
Wilson 81,379 20,621 506.8 434 345.9 38.0 18.2 214 38.2 5.3 124.4 35 87.2 56.4 0.02
Yadkin 37,825 3,849 203.5 35.7 39.7 42.8 19.5 325 28.6 6.1 135.0 11 345 48.8 0.21
Yancey 17,605 1,532 174.0 31.9 23.2 46.9 145 22.3 36.6 5.1 114.6 0.1 327 26.0 0.23
Total/Avg 10,052,564 | 1,703,807 339.0 36.7 169.2 36.9 18.4 36.4 37.5 5.0 134.9 1.5 90.6 44.7 0.07




