
Bingham Park Pre-regulatory 
Landfill



Bingham Park, a neighborhood 
recreation area encompassing 
more than 12 acres, was built on 
top of an incinerator and ash that 
was dumped there between 1923 
and 1955. The park is bisected 
by a tributary of the South Buffalo 
Creek. The tributary passes 
through residential areas, raising 
concern over environmental 
toxins. It also passes through the 
campus of Hampton Elementary 
School.



• 1922: City Council 
of Greensboro 
announced its plan 
to construct a new 
incinerator on the 
South Buffalo 
Creek.

• 1922: South 
Greensboro 
petitioned against 
the decision, 300 to 
400 people, mainly 
women, met in local 
schoolhouse to 
oppose



1925: incinerator begins 
operation, and the ash is buried 
in a landfill along the creek

1930s - 40s: footprint of the 
landfill expands as City acquires 
additional land. Area begins to 
become more settled as 
subdivisions are created next to 
landfill. Incinerator stops being 
used in the early 40s, converting 
to a solid waste disposal only.

1953: landfill was closed with 
materials being covered over 
with soil



“Bingham Street landfill closed around 
1953, its toxic contents buried over 
with soil, nothing more, because that 
was how it was done back then.”

1972: Bingham Park was established 
by the city with its amenities being a 
basketball court, baseball field, picnic 
tables and tents. 

The park was heavily used by 
residents in the 70s and 80s.

https://www.northcarolinahealthnews.org/2020/12/29/in-a-greensboro-community-a-city-park-sits-atop-a-toxic-landfill/

In a Greensboro community, a city park sits atop a toxic landfill 
December 29, 2020
State officials plan to clean up and restore Bingham Park in the Cottage 
Grove community beginning next year. Residents say the state of the park 
reflects racial and environmental inequities.





“Hampton Elementary was built in 1960, 
just a couple of years after the incinerator 

shut down. A comprehensive survey of 
hundreds of pages of DENR records 

indicates that environmental engineers 
believe the western portion of the school 

property, a wooded area near English 
Street, contains contaminated soil. In 
2015, DENR requested that engineers 
expand their search to include a field 

behind the school.”

*

Hampton Elementary School was 
severely damaged in a tornado in 2018. 
Officials announced that it will not be 
rebuilt due to environmental concerns. 



Environmental toxins
• Recent investigations by the City of 

Greensboro (2010-2012, EPA Brownfield 
Studies) North Carolina Department of 
Environmental Quality (2013-2020 NC DEQ 
Site Reports) found that materials have been 
eroding from the banks of the tributary. 

• Semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs), 
lead, other heavy metals, and volatile 
compounds were detected in the soil, ground 
water, and surface water. 

• A report synopsis from NC DEQ provided to 
the community in 2017 revealed: 

• “Several contaminants were detected in the 
soil and stream sediment which include 
antimony, arsenic, cadmium, iron, lead, 
manganese, benzo(a)anthracene, and 
benzo(b)fluoranthene. Surface water sampling 
results identified several contaminants above 
applicable standards which include copper, 
nickel, and zinc.” (DEQPRLF244_20170810 
Bingham Information Session).



Community Concerns





Soil Tests



Waste Sites Located







Hampton Contamination
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