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Introduction 
 

With resources and burdens disproportionately allocated across municipalities, some 

neighborhoods have vulnerabilities impacting the entire life-course of residents.1,2 In the cities 

of the South, the uneven neighborhood landscape is the deliberate result of laws, zoning, and 

other restrictive practices meant to uphold racial discrimination and segregation in the early 

twentieth century, practices that will be referred to in the rest of this paper as racialized 

planning.3 While Guyatt (2016) argues that segregation well pre-dates the Jim Crow era and “lies 

at the heart of American history,”4 we see that in the early twentieth century, newly emerging 

Southern cities were specifically developed around principals of planned separation and the 

mining of labor, wealth, and human capital of Black communities for the benefit of white 

residents. The detrimental effects of this racialized planning and resulting loss of capital in the 

Black community have been widely studied and have been shown to relate to a lack of access to 

good jobs, poor educational opportunities, and few amenities and services in these communities 

today. Moreover, neighborhoods once designated as Black-only by city planners are now 

correlated with poor health outcomes, social vulnerabilities, and limited opportunities for 
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upward social mobility. Inequities have become enduringly associated with specific geographies 

as a result of continued structural impediments and institutionalized racism.5,6,7  

Residential racial segregation as codified policy emerged in America between 1900 and 19408,9 

and the impact of these policies have persisted despite half a century of efforts to address 

it.10,11,12, 13 After the turn of the twentieth century, as new cities in the South began to grow, 

municipal ordinances were used to separate Black and white neighborhoods by means of racial 

zoning, 14  “neighborhood improvement associations,” 15  restrictive covenants, 16  and physical 

barriers such as highways.17 Federal housing policy has also been criticized for contributing to the 

concentration of poverty, race, and social problems in urban communities.18 In the 1930s, the 

Home Owners’ Loan Corporation introduced the practice of redlining, further restricting Black 

mobility and leading to the loss of homeownership and any subsequent wealth in many 
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