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Some thoughts about using community mapping 
for equity & social justice

❑ The roles and responsibility of local government in building 

equitable communities

❑ The roles and responsibility of GIS professionals for equity & 

social justice

❑ How do GIS professionals engage with communities? Typical 

roles

❑ Examples of GIS resources & tools for equity & social justice

❑ The role of the community in social justice work
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The roles and responsibility of GIS professionals 
for equity & social justice – GEOGRAPHY MATTERS

We lead our lives through time and space

Goalkeepers | 2019 Report (gatesfoundation.org)

https://www.gatesfoundation.org/goalkeepers/report/2019-report/#ExaminingInequality
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The roles and responsibility of GIS professionals 
for equity & social justice – GEOGRAPHY MATTERS

We lead our lives through time and space

https://www.publichealthpost.org/profiles/ron-sims/

Ron Sims, former KC Executive 

and Deputy Secretary of HUD.

‘I had a report from a group called the Joint 

Center that had identified that 36% percent 

of African Americans under the age of 30 

would have nothing in common with America 

but their death.’

King County Demographer Chandler Felt 

produced a disturbing report that 

demonstrated ‘…our ability to determine life 

outcomes such as lifetime earning of 

children and cause of death by zip code with 

incredible precision…’

https://www.publichealthpost.org/profiles/ron-sims/
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Development of the GIS Code of Ethics

GIS Code of Ethics: 
https://www.urisa.org/clientuploads/directory/Documents/CodeofEthics.pdf

Broad adoption of the GIS Code of Ethics: URISA, GISCI, NSGIC, AAG UCGIS

GIS & T BOK: GS-12 Codes of Ethics for geospatial professionals and KE-31 -
Professional Certification
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The roles and responsibility of GIS professionals 
for equity & social justice – GEOGRAPHY MATTERS

We lead our lives through time and space

https://www.urisa.org/clientuploads/directory/Documents/CodeofEthics.pdf
https://gistbok.ucgis.org/bok-topics/professional-certification
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The roles and responsibility of GIS professionals 
for equity & social justice – GEOGRAPHY MATTERS

We lead our lives through time and space

GIS Code of Ethics (extract): 

I. Obligations to Society

The GIS professional recognizes the impact of his or her work on society as a 
whole, on subgroups of society including geographic or demographic minorities, on 
future generations, and inclusive of social, economic, environmental, or technical 
fields of endeavor.  Obligations to society shall be paramount when there is conflict 
with other obligations. 

1) Do the Best Work Possible, 2) Contribute to the Community to the Extent 
Possible, Feasible, and Advisable, 3) Speak Out About Issues

II.  Obligations to Employers and Funders

III. Obligations to Colleagues and the Profession

IV. Obligations to Individuals in Society
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The roles and responsibility of GIS professionals 
for equity & social justice – GEOGRAPHY MATTERS

We lead our lives through time and space

What is a ‘moral imperative’ or ‘moral ideal’ and how does it apply to the GIS 

profession?
A moral imperative is a strongly-felt principle that compels that person to act. 

David DiBiase introduced the concept of a GIS moral imperative in 2012, writing…

Darrell Pugh, the author so often cited for his checklist of the defining traits of 

professions, includes one he calls a "social ideal." For Michael Davis, serving a shared 

"moral ideal" is a defining characteristic of all professions. Physician and ethicist John 

W. Lewis argues that a profession's "core product and service is [its] pledge to put the 

interests of others ahead of [its] own while providing [its] specific services." At the 2012 

Esri Partner Conference, Jack Dangermond reminded attendees "we have a driving 

purpose to make a difference in the world.”

Greg Babinski’s Moral Imperative:  The GIS profession uses geographic theory, spatial 

analysis, and geospatial technology to help society manage the Earth’s finite space, 

with its natural resources and communities, on a just and sustainable basis for the 

benefit of humanity.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moral_imperative
https://www.esri.com/news/arcnews/summer12articles/strengthening-the-gis-profession.html
https://wagisa.org/resources/Documents/TheSummit/TheSummit_Issue28_2012_Summer.pdf
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How do GIS professionals engage with communities? 

Typical roles related to ESJ
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GIS resources & tools for equity & social justice: 
King County: great transit and great parks

https://www.wilderness.org/articl

es/press-release/new-study-maps-

transit-parks-equity-shows-south-

king-county-has-greatest-need-

and-opportunity

https://www.wilderness.org/articles/press-release/new-study-maps-transit-parks-equity-shows-south-king-county-has-greatest-need-and-opportunity
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GIS resources & tools for equity & social justice: 
City of Tacoma: Equity Index

https://www.cityoftacoma.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId

=169&pageId=175030

https://www.cityoftacoma.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=169&pageId=175030
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GIS resources & tools for equity & social justice: 
State of Washington: Digital Equity Action Dashboard
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GIS resources & tools for equity & social justice: 
State of Washington: Digital Equity Action Dashboard
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The role of the community in social justice work
State of Washington: Digital Equity Action Dashboard

What are our GIS Code of Ethics obligations?

GIS Code of Ethics (extract): 

I. Obligations to Society

The GIS professional recognizes the impact of his or her work on society as a whole, on 
subgroups of society including geographic or demographic minorities, on future generations, 
and inclusive of social, economic, environmental, or technical fields of endeavor.  Obligations 
to society shall be paramount when there is conflict with other obligations. 

Nichole M. Garcia, Nancy López & Verónica N. Vélez (2018) QuantCrit: rectifying quantitative methods through critical race 

theory, Race Ethnicity and Education, 21:2, 149-157, DOI: 10.1080/13613324.2017.1377675

QuantCrit: rectifying quantitative methods through critical race theory

Studies relying on the assumptions that impose a decontextualized racial identity in a social 

stratum should be replaced by better studies that incorporate more accurate assumptions (x) 

… Most racial statistics lack a critical evaluation of racist structures that encourage 

pathological interpretations … We must recognize that the researcher is part of what he or 

she observes. We do not passively or objectively observe the statistical universe as scientific 

outsiders (Zuberi 2001, 144).
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The role of the community in social justice work
State of Washington: Digital Equity Action Dashboard

A possible approach to use community 
participation plan input to have a meaningful 

impact on GIS work

Typical GIS Scope of Work:
1. Project Management 
2. Administrative Needs Assessment and 
Requirement
3. Conceptual Design
4. Architectural Design
    a) System Architecture
    b) Data Architecture
5. Detailed Design
6. Design Development
7. Testing & Implementation
8. Customer Acceptance

Proposed CPP Scope of Work:
1. Project Management 
2. Identify/finalize the communities to be included 
in the CPP
3. Conduct individual Community Participation 
Sessions. 
4. Analyze and report on information compiled 
from all sessions. This task will develop the CPP 
Final Report. 

The Community Participation Plan
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The role of the community in social justice work
State of Washington: Digital Equity Action Dashboard

The Community Participation Plan
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GIS resources & tools for equity & social justice 

Development of GIS for ESJ Best Practices:

Supported by American Geographical Society EthicalGEO Fellowship 

(https://ethicalgeo.org/) 

Full document available for download now at: https://ethicalgeo.org/greg-babinski/

Two new GIS & T BOK topics published May 2021:

GS-27 GIS for Equity & Social Justice

KE-19 Managing GIS Infrastructure & Operations

Introduction to GIS for ESJ Workshop: 

https://kingcounty.gov/services/gis/training/Catalog/gis-for-equity-and-social-justice.aspx

Presented 24 time to ~600 people

New workshop: The GIS Code of Ethics for GIS Professionals – An Interactive Workshop 

(https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-gis-code-of-ethics-for-gis-professionals-an-interactive-

workshop-registration-256403237987) 

Contact information:

Greg Babinski: Greg@GISMCS.com

Stay connected via the GIS for ESJ LinkedIn Group: 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13745942/

https://ethicalgeo.org/
https://ethicalgeo.org/greg-babinski/
https://gistbok.ucgis.org/bok-topics/gist-equity-and-social-justice
https://gistbok.ucgis.org/bok-topics/managing-gis-operations-and-infrastructure
https://kingcounty.gov/services/gis/training/Catalog/gis-for-equity-and-social-justice.aspx
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-gis-code-of-ethics-for-gis-professionals-an-interactive-workshop-registration-256403237987
mailto:Greg@GISMCS.com
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13745942/

